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SUBJ: CRISIS IN LEBANON: DISCUSSION WITH SULEIMAN FRANGIEH 

1 . CALLED ON FORMER PRESIDENT SULEIMAN FRANGIEH 1 130 HOURS 
APRIL 20. MEETING HAD BEEN SET UP PRIOR TO CABINET CRISIS 
BUT WE DECIDED TO GO AHEAD WITH IT ANYWAY. 

2. IN BRIEF, FRANGIEH SAID HE WAS VERY PESSIMISTIC ABOUT 
PRESENT SITUATION. ATTITUDES ON BOTH CHRISTIAN AND MUSLIM 
SIDES WERE HEATED AND HE DID NOT SEE ELEMENTS OF SOLUTIONS. 

NOT A SINGLE MUSLIM HAS STOOD UP AND SAID HE WAS OPPOSED TO 
ARMED PALESTINIAN PRESENCE OR TO PALESTINIAN INTERFERENCE 
IN LEBANESE POLITICS. EOR THEM TO DO SO WAS SINE QUA NON 

OF SOLUTION. 

3. WITH REGARD TO SOUTH, HE DID NOT THINK RESOLUTION 425 WAS 

IN INTERESTS OF LEBANON. UN WAS TALKING ABOUT HELPING LEBANON 
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EXTEND ITS AUTHORITY TO SOUTH BUT WAS DOING NOTHING TO 
FACILITATE IT. HE HAD HEARD FROM EYE WITNESS THAT ERENCH WERE 
NOT PREVENTING PALESTINIANS, ARMED AND OTHERWISE, EROM 
MOVING IN AND OUT OF TYRE. FRENCH WERE IN BARRACKS THERE. 

WHAT WERE THEY DOING? 

4. I SAID I HAD YET TO FIND A SINGLE MUSLIM, SUNNI OR OTHER- 
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WISE, WHO DID NOT FRET. PALESTINIAN PRESENCE WAS PROBLEM THAT HAD 
TO BE RESOLVED. SINCE MILITARY SOLUTION SEEMED TO BE OUT OE 
QUESTION, POLITICAL SOLUTION HAD TO BE ARRIVED AT. PERHPAS 
MODIFIED SHTAURA AGREEMENT WOULD HELP. IN ANY EVENT, MUSLIMS 
WERE APPREHENSIVE ABOUT MARONITE ATTITUDES AND NEEDED SOME 
REASSURANCE. 

5. WITH REGARD TO SOUTH I SAID ISRAELIS HAD RAILED TO TAKE 
TYRE, NABATIYAH AND BEAUEORT BECAUSE THEY DID NOT WANT 
CASUALTIES AND THOSE THREE POINTS REMAINED VERY SENSITIVE. 

IT WAS TRUE THAT ERENCH WERE QUARTERED IN TYRE, BUT THEY DID 
NOT IN EACT CONTROL AREA. THEY AND OTHER CONTINGENTS WERE 
CONTROLLING ENTRY OE PALESTINIANS INTO AREAS WHICH HAD BEEN 
OCCUPIED BY ISRAELIS. QUESTION OE EXTENDING LEBANESE 
SOVEREIGNTY TO SOUTH WAS TIED TO LEBANESE ABILITY TO SEND 
ARMY UNITS THERE. WE AND OTHERS HAD BEEN EXERTING ALL OUR 
INELUENCE TO GET GOVERNMENT TO SEND EVEN A SYMBOLIC EORCE TO 
THE SOUTH, BUT SARKIS WAS CONCERNED ABOUT OPPOSITION PROM 
PALESTINIANS AND LEFTISTS TO THEIR PRESENCE. THIS WAS COM- 
PLICATED PROBLEM, SOLUTION OF WHICH IN PINAL ANALYSIS RESTED 
ON EPPORTS OF LEBANESE ARMY. 

6. FRANGIEH SAID IF WE DID NOT HAVE AN EMBASSY IN BEIRUT 

HE COULD UNDERSTAND OUR TALKING IN THESE TERMS, BUT SURELY 
I MUST KNOW LEBANESE HAD NO ARMY AND WERE NOT CAPABLE OP 
SENDING TROOPS TO THE SOUTH. THEY WOULD NOT HAVE A EORCE 
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CAPABLE OP CONTROLLING THAT AREA FOR AT LEAST 3 YEARS. I SAID 
ON THE CONTRARY I THOUGHT THEY HAD CAPABILITY OF SENDNG 
SYMBOLIC FORCE THERE NOW. FRANGIEH RESPONDED THAT THERE WOULD 
BE NO EFFECTIVE LEBANESE ARMY UNTIL ALL THE COLONELS AND MAJORS 
AT HEADQUARTERS WERE SACKED. NONE OF THEM WAS ANY GOOD AND 
THEIR RECORDS WERE DUBIOUS. A MAN WHO HAD GIVEN UP HIS BARRACKS 
WITHOUT A FIGHT HAD NOT CHANGED. HE WAS STILL A COWARD. 

7. I SAID I DID NOT KNOW THE HISTORY OF ALL THE OFFICERS AT 

YARZE BUT I HAD FORMED RATHER FAVORABLE IMPRESSION OF THEM AND 
THOUGHT GENERAL KHOURY WAS DOING A GOOD JOB, IN THE CIRCUNSTANCES. 
FRANGIEH REITERATED THERE WAS NO HOPE UNLESS ALL THE COLONELS 
AND MAJORS WERE FIRED. 

8. I ASKED WHETHER HE THOUGHT THE SYRIANS WERE INTERESTED IN 
HELPING THE LEBANESE BUILD A NEW ARMY. FRANGIEH SAID THAT IS 
WHAT THEY SAID TO HIM AND HE BELIEVED THEM. THEY WANTED TO HELP. 
LEBANESE ATTITUDES UNFORTUNATELY HAD NOT BEEN WHET THEY SHOULD. 

9. WE TALKED ABOUT THE FUTURE SYRIAN ROLE HERE AND FRANGIEH 
SAID FAYYADIYAH AND AIN AR-RUMMANEH INCIDENTY HAD BEEN VERY 
UNFORTUNATE. SYRIAN RESPONSE TO PROVOCATION HAD BEEN HUMAN 
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AND UNDERSTANDABLE, BUT IT HAD HAD VERY UNFORTUNATE IMPACT. 
PEOPLE TALKED ABOUT SENDING SYRIANS HOME. WHAT DID THEY EXPECT 
WOULD HAPPEN? WHAT IF SYRIANS CLOSED THE BORDER? COULD 
LEBANON SURVIVE? WHAT IF SYRIANS DECIDED TO HELP PALESTINIANS 
AS THEY HAD DONE DURING EARLY STAGES OF LEBANESE CRISIS? 
LEBANESE COULD NOT PREVENT THESE THINGS HAPPENING MILITARILY. 
THEY OUGHT TO TRY SOME DIPLOMACY INSTEAD OF TALKING ABOUT 
MILITARY OPTIONS. 

10. COMMENT. FRANGIEH IS OBVIOUSLY NOT FULLY IN TUNE WITH 
THE OTHER MARONITE LEADERS. ALTHOUGH HE HAS ONLY LIMITED 
INFLUENCE TODAY, HE CONTROLS AN IMPORTANT SEGMENT OF THE 
MARONITE HEARTLAND, HE HAS A "SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP” WITH 
HAFEZ AL- ASSAD, AND HIS POSITION COULD BE CRITICAL IN DETERMINING 
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WHETHER NEW CABINET WILL PERMIT EXIT FROM PRESENT IMPASSE. HIS 
PESSIMISM DOES NOT ENCOURAGE ONE TO THINK THAT HIS ROLE WILL BE 
POSITIVE, BUT MUCH MAY DEPEND ON WHETHER HIS SON TONY GETS A 
MINISTERIAL POST (I CRINGE AT THE THOUGHT) AND ON THE NATURE 
OF TONY'S INTERACTIONS WITH THE CHAMOUNS AND GEMAYELS. PARKER 


SECRET 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: GOVERNMENT REFORM, CABINET, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS, POLITICAL SITUATION, PERSONNEL RESIGNATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 21 apr 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978BEIRUT02259 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 70-1 133 

Format: TEL 
From: BEIRUT 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780433/aaaabbjq.tel 

Line Count: 141 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 8a4d79aa-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 jun 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2898075 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CRISIS IN LEBANON: DISCUSSION WITH SULEIMAN FRANGIEH 
TAGS: PGOV, PINT, LE, (PARKER, RICHARD B), (FRANGIEH, SULEIMAN) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/8a4d79aa-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



